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Literary Guild---September Selection 
(M-G-M $125,000 Novel Award) 


Goudge, Elizabeth. Green Dolphin Street. Coward-Mc- 


Cann. Aug. 28, 1944. 502p. $3.00. 


With scene laid the 19th century, action beginning 
the English Channel isles, going New Zealand and then 
back again the islands, with romance adventure and 
personality conflict, this book fairly well adapted 
the movies which, the form prize award, have 
already given $125,000 for the screen rights. The plot 
women love with the same man. 
drunken state sends home for the wrong sister but 
conceals his error and marries her anyway. The conflict 
personalities almost ruins their lives but finally they 
find peace and happiness. This then Green Dolphin 
Street which, within year so, will ballyhooed 
feature attraction throughout the country. 


Early the 19th century two sisters, Marianne and Mar- 
guerite Patourel, are being reared that peculiar 
French-Norman-English microcosm, one the isles the 
English Channel, isolated, stormy, rockbound, beautiful 
and conventional. The sisters differ night and day— 
Marianne, the elder, dominating, intense, calculating, 
self-seeking, restless, stormy, while Marguerite calm, 
self-contained, contemplative, sunny, loving. Dr. Edmund 
Ozanne, youthful lover their mother, returns the 
island after long absence. him comes his large, 
slow, generous-minded, kind-hearted son, William. The 
children, their teens when first they meet, develop to- 
gether. Both sisters fall love with but 
prefers Marguerite. Marianne however determined that 
shall hers. She spurs him career the 
Royal Navy but still cannot win him from Marguerite. 
Yet she does prevent formal proposal Marguerite just 


prior China cruise and ingratiates herself into Wil- 
liam’s favor the attention she pays his dying father. 


China port William thoroughly bewitched 
genteel doxy, sleeps with her, drugged 
misses his boat and thus ruins his naval career. ships 
with Captain O’Hara the clipper Green Dolphin, 
genial mariner whom the children had met years before, 
and settles New Zealand where taken into 
partnership the lumbering activities Timothy Haslam, 
known the Maoris Tai Haruru, strange character 
who has chosen isolate himself from his own race. 
William prospers and, after several years, writes home 
for the hand Marguerite. Being his cups when the 
letter was composed inadvertently used the name Mari- 
anne throughout. Receipt this letter the Patourels, 
after years had passed ignorance his fate, was 
bombshell. her answering letter acceptance Mari- 
anne did not mention her name and William was still 
unaware his mistake. Marianne, rapture over the 
achievement her cherished goal, left the long voyage 
New Zealand. Marguerite was stunned, went through 
period spiritual desolation but recovered and devoted 
her life the care her parents. When they died, years 
later, she became Catholic, entering the convent 
Notre Dame Castel pray for the happiness others 
and find her own peace. time she became superioress 
and developed into somewhat contemplative the 
lower levels. 


When saw Marianne disembarking Wellington Wil- 
liam was thunder-struck. realized his blunder once 
but concealed his error and married her although loved 
only Marguerite. This situation together with Marianne’s 
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attempts, continued throughout her life, dominate Wil- 
liam and force him into her mold led immediate un- 
happiness. However they achieve working arrangement 
when Tai Haruru and Samuel Kelly, semi-fanatic evan- 
gelical missionary, point out each the ways which 
they must put with each other. Marianne’s ambition 
soon leads her dominate the lumber enterprises but all 
her efforts come naught when earthquakes and Maori 
wars strip them their property. From attack 
Maoris they barely escape with their lives and Tai Haruru 
finds himself once more bound humanity his love 
for Marianne. However will not allow himself 
dominated her and she will not unfaithful Wil- 
liam and they part. Marianne forces William migrate 
Island where they can recoup their losses rapidly 
the sheep business and where their young daughter 
Veronique could reared without the constant spectre 
fear. Tai Haruru, after interlude life with the 
Maoris which attempts recover his equilibrium 
and his fatalism, finally, because his belief that every 
life must travel full cycle back its beginning, returns 
the Catholic Church and spends the rest his life 
lay brother isolated mission the island. During 
the stay with the Maoris the missionary Samuel Kelly, 
pitting his God against the pagan gods, commits suicide 
show the strength his convictions and win souls 
from paganism. South Island and under Marianne’s 
not quite scrupulous guidance sheep raising proves 
profitable and the family attains measure contentment 
while Veronique grows into young womanhood. 


Veronique love with John Ogilvie, sturdy, level- 
headed young shepherd. Marianne dislikes John, still 
dissatisfied with her failure gain William completely for 
herself and also with their failure attain the power and 
position she thinks theirs right. Under her instiga- 
tion they Dunedin where Veronique tastes the de- 
lights civilization and imagines herself love with the 
dashing bounder, Frederick Ackroyd. and John 
remedy this situation but William must sacrifice his own 
happiness payment leaving his beloved farm and 
engaging business satisfy Marianne’s desires. Fol- 
lowing interval several years William’s business fails 
and, after salvaging some money, Marianne decides 
return her home the Channel Islands. There her 
original environment she hopes gain William’s com- 
plete love and her own happiness and there the tangle 
finally resolved when, with Marguerite’s assistance, both 
admit their shortcomings and come love each other 
the story ends. 


acceptable story but when delves into the realm per- 
sonal development becomes involved maze semi- 
mystical concepts which the author dignifies “the 
agelong quest for reality” found person, place 
state. Marguerite found her reality prayer and 
contemplation but only after she thought that William 
had departed from her did she discover God. Marianne 
and William found their reality places and persons 
after they had adapted themselves each other. 
some the ideas expressed can agree such “the 
country they want both within them and beyond the 
confines this world” but with some others such the 
fatalistic cyclic ideas Tai Haruru such agreement 
possible. Among other non-acceptable features the 
book may listed the following, none which given 


Best SELLERS 


major treatment: somewhat heathenish island cere- 
monial custom (p. 110); excusing Dr. Ozanne’s drinking 
under the pretext that did only stimulus that 
would enable him serving humanity (p. 117); 
“However strong religious faith may death remains 
abyss that swallows the familiar companion every- 
day though had never been” (p. 118); William, 
while drugged China, compares the Blessed Mother 
pagan goddess (p. 144); one isolated instance pro- 
fanity (p. 385); the consideration Samuel Kelly’s death 
praiseworthy (p. need not throw 
over like animal. For the glory God jump 
without your help.” artistically the book some- 
what unsound since the plot times mechanical and 
strained and many scenes are definitely overwritten. How- 
ever considered simply story romance and adven- 
ture should not prove harmful adult readers. 


Wertenbaker, Charles Christian. Invasion. 
Century. Sept. 1944. 168p. $2.50. 


Ever since Dunkerque the focal point popular thought 
has been the invasion Western Europe. Military leaders 
wisely resisted the public and even official pressure (in- 
cluding the Russian) launch attempt which, abor- 
tive, would have been disastrous both militarily and 
psychologically. Today, even more than Aug. 15th, 
when this narrative ends, apparent that 
planned, well-timed, and well-supplied invasion was re- 
sponsible for the rapid success the conquest France. 
Invasion largely the account the three weeks’ cam- 
paign between the landings the airborne troops 
12:30 June 6th the capture Cherbourg 
three weeks later. The author points the planning 
his chapter, “The Day”, thus, 


the instant when the first parachutist lowered his 
head and fell toward the earth Normandy the 
British, and Canadian armies had afloat the air 
some hundreds thousands men and tens thou- 
sands vehicles. the English Channel heading to- 
ward France were 4,000 Many thousands 
airplanes were poised support the invasion. In- 
cluding the air and naval personnel involved, half 
million men attacked Europe that morning (p. 33). 


That planning had continue. particular there was 


the immense difficulty building army over 
beaches. army not only fighting men and their 
weapons and the ammunition for those weapons, but 
trucks move the men and the weapons and the 
ammunition and men drive the trucks. bull- 
dozers make roads for the trucks. gasoline 
keep them moving. shiploads telephone poles 
beside the roads and wire string between the 
poles. heavy steel bridges and men build them. 
food and clothing and the men cook the food 
and distribute the clothing. medicine for the sick 
and wounded and ambulances and hospitals and sur- 
geons. airfields and latrines. half million 
separate items ordnance. everything man needs 
live by, except comfort (p. 64-5). 


These three weeks were the decisive period. their end 
the army had landed enough men and had built 
sufficient stock supplies make possible the break out 
the Cotentin peninsula. 
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gathering his data Mr. Wertenbaker, who War Cor- 
respondent for Time and Life magazines, had the advan- 
tage being with General Bradley’s headquarters staff. 
Through this post funneled the bulletins and reports; from 
emanated the commands and flowed the morale the 
commanding general, Omar Nelson Bradley. Beyond re- 
porting the military aspects, Mr. Wertenbaker takes space 
contemplate the plight the French people who, 
they watched the destruction war, “would wonder 
times they were being liberated 


But Invasion best its description the purely mili- 
tary, such the battle Octeville and the taking 
Cherbourg. Undoubtedly will stand good account 
the beginning the end Germany’s military power. 
with most journalistic accounts has its passages 
profanity, explicit implied, well some gruesome 
details. The excellent photographs Robert Capa (as 
well his remarks such “And bored with photo- 
graphing defeated generals”) add force the Time edi- 
tor’s analysis. Adult readers will find Invasion worthwhile. 


Snow, Edgar. People Our Side. Random House. 
Sept. 11, 1944. 324p. $3.50. 


This book which was the result 60,000 mile trip 
India, Russia, and China sums Mr. Snow’s feelings 
toward the Indians, Russians, and Chinese. Certain con- 
clusions come his mind studies the problems 
Russia and the East. One theme running throughout the 
book that the future must bring greater equality the 
relations between Western and Asiatic peoples. Lack 
such equality, believes, led the debacle the Far 
East and the major cause discontent India. Such 
equality, Snow believes, chiefly responsible for Russian 
victories and for the strength the Russian state. 
second theme lies Mr. Snow’s faith planning, both 
economic and social. His visit Russia which takes 
more than half the book left him with strong belief 
Russian ability plan for the better life. 


The bulk the material India revolves around the 
failure the Cripps mission. Mr. Snow thinks that 
Cripps might, his manner, have conveyed the Indians 
more the way promises freedom than the Cabinet 
was willing authorize and that Cripps then found 
necessary back his earlier instructions with conse- 
quent disillusionment the part the Indian leaders. 
found Indians living actual serfdom, conditions 
being worse the Indian principalities protected the 
Crown and which the English are unwilling see fused 
into United India. The Moslems, course, wish 
independent, autonomous state, Pakistan, while the 
Hindus the Indian National Congress naturally opposed 
Cripps had apparently believed that and Nehru 
would able put over the Cripps proposals but Nehru 
was still submissive the leadership Gandhi. The 
Cripps proposals did not contain provision for representa- 
tion Council Indians chosen party basis nor 
did they provide for real control the ministries. The 
Indians were willing leave the Ministry Defense 
the hands the English but wanted enough say about 
able carry issues over the Viceroy’s head 
the British Cabinet possible. Cripps could not promise 
this and the mission failed, followed more less 
revolt. Snow has little sympathy for some 


followers, the wealthier industrialists whom 
believes are inclined toward Fascism. roundly de- 
nounced the English regime, however, for its failure 
allow sufficient development industrial resources 
India and its reluctance bring about any the regula- 
tion prices and materials usually found country 
war. One result jailing Gandhi and the Congress 
leaders was that gave the Communists under Joshi 
ample opportunity propagate their doctrines without 
either Congress English interference. Lord Linlithgow 
impressed Snow “obstinate, discouraged, and honest 
one who expected the people India raise them- 
selves his level. The solution for India, Snow believes, 
would the same kind treatment the United States 
gave the native population the Philippines and the 
establishment national industrial cooperation move- 
ment. 


Flying Russia, Snow stopped off Teheran, slightly 
behind Wendell Willkie and somewhat ahead three 
other gentlemen who sojourned there. found much 
local color and great desire the part the Persians 
have more their affairs American rather than 
other hands. Had Snow delved much into the reason for 


this might have found the splendid record 


such men Schuster and Millspaugh who had done 
much build Persia into state strong enough resist 
encroachment the part England, France, and Russia. 
Most the book deals with Russian successes the battle 
front. was allowed approach fairly close the 
front although the usual close supervision 
spondents was practiced. questioning prisoners, 
found the Germans despised the Roumanians the same 
way they had the Italians the Western front. 
conducted tour collective, was duly impressed 
the mechanization and the scientific approach farming. 
found Russians leading fairly full life there even 
the midst the war. Snow was overwhelmed the 
courage exhibited the Russians Stalingrad, the turn- 
ing point the war. found Russians working furi- 
ously factories soldiers were fighting the front. 
The Germans had underestimated the workers more than 
they had the Russian soldiers. interesting note 
that Snow found that management was given free hand 
running plants, the workers’ council being 
One the most significant developments was the develop- 
ment industrial technique the East with Russia’s 
Asiatics entering wholeheartedly into the war. Snow 
found intense hatred the Germans the part the 
Russians but also discovered that many Russians fol- 
lowed Stalin’s distinction between the government Ger- 
many the Nazis and the “good” Germans the Russians 
expected they would find within Germany. Yet Snow 
himself had many evidences the inhuman brutality 
practiced the Nazis. 


handling Soviet policy toward its neighbors, Snow shows 
something the same tendency exhibited often late 
popular writers. would let Russia have its sphere 
influence under the new plan whereby each Russian 
republic would handle its own foreign relations dealing 
with neighboring The Communists Soviet 
Karelia, for example, would handle matters affecting Fin- 
land; the Ukraine might the case Roumania, 
Hungary, Austria, Bulgaria and Yugoslavia. Just how this 
would clarify matters with respect Russia’s future policy, 
Mr. Snow does not While Stalin does not want 
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the whole German people punished, Snow believes that 
does want Germany reduced roughly the size 
the old state Prussia and German heavy industry 
given Russia the form German war 
criminals might wanted Russia help build de- 
stroyed cities. Mr. Snow believes all this reasonable. 


Snow does not believe that Russia abandoning Com- 
munism, fact, thinks that the Soviet experiment 
socialism will crowned with greater success after the 
war. disagrees with the Chamberlin thesis that 
Russia tending toward greater nationalism. all, Mr. 
Snow views Russian aims not without sympathy and 
throughout lies undertone regret his part that 
the second front did not occur sooner. Like many corre- 
spondents, bows reverently the direction the Con- 
stitution 1936. While calling for Pacific Charter 
the East, Mr. Snow feels that all Russia’s aims can 
reconciled with the Atlantic Charter. 


The sections the book dealing with China devote most 
the material the Chinese Communists the Eighth 
Route Army. Mao Tse-tung, one the leaders, broke 
with the Russian Communists and with the Comintern 
that Snow believes form socialism might develop 
China rather different from the Russian variety. Snow 
has quite few harsh words for Chiang Kai-shek, the 
Kuomintang, and the Soong family general. found 
that China’s Destiny, Chiang’s book which was with- 
drawn from general circulation because its strong anti- 
foreign sentiments, still the bible the Kuomintang 
which determined remain the sole party governing 
China. The absence democracy China grieves Snow 
greatly while does not seem particularly disturb him 
connection with Russia. dealing with the solution 
the problems the whole East, Snow reaches the con- 
clusion that freedom there absolute necessity. Britain 
and the United States should take the lead the move- 
ment. But Mr. Snow then ends the rather strange 
note that can only have “planned develop- 
ment, planned production and distribution home”. 
What one has with the other Mr. Snow does not say. 


The book not suitable for adolescents. For some strange 
reason, most correspondents find necessary prove their 
journalistic virility the use harsh language and rather 
loose treatment moral issues. quite interesting 
note that Mr. Snow believes that the Russians are much 
freer than are that they suffer interference the 
Church temporal One might almost gather 
that the United States was practically theocracy from 
the tenor his remarks. This popular book, with 
much local color the moment. not particularly 
although Mr. Snow has tried make so. 

James Eagan, 

College New Rochelle 


* * * 


Our Army War. The Story American Campaigns 
World War Told Official War Department Photo- 
graphs. Harper. Sept. 13, 1944. 482 photographs. $3.00. 


This compilation official photographs, many familiar 
from previous newspaper publication, definite value 
pictorial cross-section several aspects the present 
war. reviews the first two years the war and 
divided into four sections covering respectively the cam- 
paigns the Pacific and the Far East, the Aleutians, 


Our Army War Pitkin 


Best 


the Mediterranean and the air over Europe. The 
Mediterranean campaign divided into three sub-sections 
dealing with the campaigns North Africa, Sicily and 
Southern Introducing the set photos each 
campaign brief summary telling the inception 
that campaign, its objectives, its progress and the results. 
With the photographs fragmentary running com- 
mentary giving further information. Each photograph 
course has its own caption. general the photographs 
deal with such subjects training, landings, bombings, 
battles and with all the phases military activity includ- 
ing the way which men live and work the various 
theaters. All all they give comprehensive record not 
only many major events but also day day activities 
the various zones. Some the pictures are gruesome, 
some few are humorous but all are realistic, true life 
and unquestioned technical excellence. Because cer- 
tain gruesome pictures would seem best restrict the 
circulation the book among younger readers although 
would not seem entirely unsuitable for mature students 


the high school level. 


* * * 


Pitkin, Walter Way. 
526p. $3.50. 

odd that man sixty-six more can write long- 
windedly about comparatively empty life, with few 
enthusiasms beyond those for food and medical care, for 
amateur psycho-analysis, such arguing from Wilson’s 
bad feet his bad thinking, and for few figures who set 
themselves rebels. The whole book has negative 
effect: talks little that worth while, seldom gives 
any sound reasons for the many dislikes which are stressed, 
and seldom allows the reader gain clear vision the 
author. 


has all the faults after-dinner speaker collecting 
his favorite anecdotes, and none the virtues, because all 
the grumbling and mumbling have been heard before. 
badly arranged: the first third considers the years 
Pitkin’s days the University Michigan.. His earliest 
recollections, none them significant—what his father 
bought the store, the houses lived in, the neighbors’ 
names, every job ever held—are all put forth 
apparent attempt explain himself his past, but the 
technique faulty. There are few revealing passages 
about the quarrels between Irish and other immigrants 
Catholic church see what kind show” was put 
on, with “men odd uniforms making funny mo- 
tions”, where, incomprehensibly, there were two sermons 
and fine singing, after which experience was “glad 
get back the United States” (pp. 33-34). had 
similar trouble comprehending the predestination which 
his Calvinistic family imposed upon him, 
delight confusing Dr. Service calling transubstantia- 
tion cannibalistic (pp. 75-76) and the knowledge that 
the clergyman later abandoned his calling manufacture 
cheap jewelry, thus dealing for the first time 
which are not clear this reviewer. shakes off 
much, that little seems left. God’s plans are generally 
considered “stupid” (pp. 80, 96). 


Scribner. Aug. 1944. 
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visit the Chicago Exposition, stolen stamp collection 
and the dismay which follows the revelation that all uni- 
versity professors are not geniuses, are all good. 


The second section deals with long stay Europe where, 
with the eyes cynical Mark Twain, saw nothing 
deep significance. According his stated account, 
mixed with odd rabble, narrow corners. 
strange and atypical encounters concluded that the 
whole country was corrupt, suffering from overpopulation, 
satisfied with inertia, backward-looking. result, 
finds Vichy representative the whole France. all 
southern Europe, the chief trouble was the drag 
church tentacles. “Liberty, Equality, Fraternity must 
just cultural front devised priests and politicians 
who seek maintain the people pleasant delusion 
moral grandeur” (p. 251). Like John Addington Sy- 
monds, Pitkin has distorted sense revulsion: dis- 
turbed vulgarity and more offended primitive 
sewage disposal than immorality and moral incompe- 
tence. Many his illustrations seem used merely for the 
sake shocking the simple newspaper reader who now 
being educated advertising campaigns. Italy given 
the same surface treatment. witnessed the back-stairs 
activities several groups, high and low, and concluded 
that decay was late stages, and universal; attended 
the International Congress Philosophy and was rightly 
amused the nonsense William James lecturing 
“Does Consciousness Exist?”; and was attracted radi- 
cal group Futurists who believed with him that the 
world must become better but didn’t know how 
about effecting any change. 


Germany more complete, although much his 
comment the military schemes that nation the 
turn the century sounds suspiciously like the imposition 
however, that may have been successful prophet; 
has been one the case Japan. 


Pitkin boasts constantly being Misfit, individu- 
alist. There much the Italian Futurists his ap- 
proach, and much John Dewey, for whom expresses 
like admiration. “The human mind not mechanism 
for seeking the truth, the sense meant the men 
old. mechanism for solving its owner’s problems 
from situation situation.” There are, other words, 
foundations, only “awareness”; axioms, only the 
One Pitkin’s moments was the dis- 
covery Russian geometry which denied all corrolaries. 
you wish deny the impossibility parallel lines meet- 
ing infinity, you can your own rules logic. 
this method, you can conclude that all existing insti- 
tutions are fundamentally valueless. ‘“The Church, the 
State, the community, business were eyes merely 
like pianos and pancake griddles and tooth- 
picks” (p. 352). Even the strongest these grants 
more than century more existence. Free man will 
remove them all, with air power the secret emancipa- 
tion. The exact process not made clear, but seems 
that Europe disappear force and center, and 
Africa and Tasmania will rise; the past will have been 
forgotten and good riddance; glorious, untrammeled 
future will anyone’s asking. 


For ex-professor logic, the book amazing revela- 
tion the lack all logic (accepted logic, the author 
would hasten insist); for ex-journalist, has all the 
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qualities superman editorial. For the reader who can 
suffer being bored without end, equally amazing 
revelation the emptiness much which passes for 
thinking the discussion rooms the moment. The 
reader’s principal recollection will feeling gratitude 
that personally fortunate possess vastly superior 
ego. But books should read—and written—for some- 
thing more than such inflation. 

James Edward Tobin, 

Fordham University 


* * * 


Hailey, Foster. Pacific Battle Line. 
1944. 405p. $3.50. 


Tired reading about the Pacific battle 
with the type book which expends itself one minor 
battle some small with what happened 
one flattop? Then time that you read the account 
Foster Hailey, the New York Times correspondent who 
covered large section the great area known casually 
the Pacific. was with the navy, the marines, and 
the army during the course his assignment, from Christ- 
mas Day 1941 until the end the Aleutian campaign 
August 1943. During that period visited all fighting 
zones, except the Philippines, the East Indies, and New 
Guinea. Most the account that eyewitness; 
other cases the author consulted the official records 
procured information from men directly involved. The 
result account both lively and factual, and certainly 
comprehensive enough suit any reader’s demands. The 
writer’s attitude has remained sane and acceptable. 
writes his Foreword: “No effort has been made 
present the war anything but what is, the ultimate 
war mercy, war with foe whose ideals are 
foreign most the names the islands which 
and around which has been fought, and repugnant. 
began with treachery and has been waged with foul- 
ness which most Americans find difficulty under- 
standing.” 


From the start his Pacific assignment, board the 
carrier Lexington, the author saw service various types 
naval craft, and was able write competently about 
them. spent much time various island bases and 
accordingly became acquainted with the horrors jungle 
warfare. was close enough many the battles 
that was for all practical purposes participant. 
was course under fire repeatedly, sea and land. 
His sketches officers and men are unforgettable. Ad- 
miral Halsey and Major General Vandegrift receive par- 
ticular praise. Excellent photographs aid carrying the 
message the text. exceptionally fine chronological 
section traces some detail the campaigns 1942 and 
1943 the entire Pacific area. Despite some profanity, 
the book can well recommended adults. 

Paul Kiniery, 

Loyola University, Chicago 


Macmillan. Sept. 


Kelly, Sergeant Charles (“Commando”) with Pete 
Martin. One Man’s War. Knopf. Sept. 16, 1944. 182p. 
$2.00. 


Since the exploits for which Kelly was given 
the Congressional Medal Honor were rather colorful 


: 
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they are here presented the public book form. Ser- 
geant Charles Kelly was born and reared Pittsburgh, 
coming says “from the wrong side the tracks”. 
one family nine boys, six whom are the 
Army while seventh the merchant marine and the 
other two too young for service. Shortly after Pearl 
Harbor enlisted and was sent Camp Wheeler, 
Georgia, for basic training. During his training here and 
other camps Kelly seems have shown special aptitude 
for many different weapons, fact considerable im- 
portance later. Deciding paratrooper arrived 
Camp Benning August his interest 
soon cooled and, after A.W.O.L. episode during which 
went see his ailing mother, was sent Camp 
Edwards, Massachusetts, where stayed until his outfit 
left for Oran April 13, 1943. There saw little action 
but received much training invasion tactics until 
participated the landing Salerno. From there 
went Altavilla, San Pietro, the Rapido and finally 
Cassino, series engagements featuring the deadly 
art mountain fighting. 


During these battles Kelly’s daring, courage, fighting-skill 
and cool-headedness won him reputation and the Con- 
gressional Medal Honor. Fighting was fierce, from hill 
valley, every building strong-point, the face 
terrific enemy resistance, day and night, fair weather 
but mostly foul. Kelly took part dangerous patrols 


which brought back valuable information enemy dis- 


positions, played vital role the defense strong- 
point Altavilla and was one the first cross the 
Rapido River. the fighting Altavilla gave 
marvelous display efficiency the use many types 
weapons even firing light artillery pieces. Then the 
battle San Pietro, the crossing the Rapido and the 
approach Cassino his work was equally valuable and 
skillful. His rewards were the sergeantcy, the medal and 
then trip Naples for broadcasting. Then followed 
furlough Africa terminating the return this coun- 
try. Here was given hero’s reception and chance 
see his mother whose sight was failing rapidly. People 
followed him, gifts poured upon him, was able 
establish trust fund and everyone was ready honor 
him but through all Kelly seems have kept his head, 
seeking only the promise peacetime employment the 
trucking industry which opportunity work has 
since been offered him. 


This not only the story fighting Irish boy but the 
story any infantryman combat, many them 
displaying the same skill and daring and courage Kelly. 
story actual fighting, unvarnished story the 
blood and misery, the hunger and terror, the hardships 
and the personal courage the fighting men our 
armies. necessity sordid and brutal spots but 
objectionable material seems have been kept mini- 
mum. The book suitable for readers collegiate level 
and above. 


Catholic Book Club---August Selection 


Adams, Dorothy. Stood Alone. 
Sept. 1944. 284p. $3.00. 

With preface, word introduction, apologies 
skim over, begin reading Chapter Stood 
Alone, “Herbata! Melko! Herbata!” “Tea! Milk! Tea!” and 
find ourselves refusing allow this book out our hands 


Longmans, Green. 


Adams 


until the final sentence, “Surely her dauntlessness the 
face death will show the world what Poland is.’ 


Miss Adams’ book will enlighten public indifferent and 
ignorant about the Polish people, for reading this short 
volume less than three hundred pages will enable one 
understand and appreciate the innate courage, the deep 
humility and hospitable, peace-loving serenity the cul- 
tured Polish family. 


Miss Adams received fellowship from the League 
Nations’ Association Baltimore follow courses the 
London School Economics. She represented the Balti- 
more association several conferences other parts 
Europe and worked Geneva the League headquarters 
during the summer. 


She begins her story with account journey War- 
saw 1925 attend international conference for the 
League Nations Committee. report will entirely 
revise current opinions the Polish character and the 
fate meted out Poland through the ages. Miss 
Adams points out “Poland’s long and magnificent history 
was cunningly obliterated German and 
torians, whose statements were accepted fact Ameri- 
can and English historians. one questioned the Ger- 
man version that Poland had always been partitioned, that 
the brief periods its independence were marked with 
internal disorder and anarchy Every child knew that 
Poland under Sobieski had been one the most powerful 
states Europe, twice thrice big present Poland. 
foreign power had ever dominated Poland until 
the expansion Prussia 1770. For five hundred years 
Poland was the great power Central Europe.” 


But her strength was her weakness. The Poles lack 
this day the self-assurance which could make the world 
believe them. “Polish modesty could hardly match 
for German high pressure salesmanship—that salesman- 
ship which trumpeted the slogan the unjust Peace 
abroad, while squeezing little neighbor nations.” 


Miss Adams met and later married Jan Kostanecki, son 
one Poland’s leading diplomats. Naturally she en- 
deavored resist the charm this young and dynamic 
Pole, knowing full well that marrying him would 
sitate not only Polish citizenship, but life Poland, her 
children speaking the Polish language, the adoption 
new mode living strange and presumably back- 
ward country. 


Her introduction his home and Polish society was 
series delightful surprises. German, French and Rus 
sian propagandists had led the world believe the Poles 
were impractical people, living poverty and ignorance. 
Instead she reveled discussions art and literature, 
delved into history, economics and sociology and 
changed views with international bankers, judges, 
sadors and scholars who were their guests, and constant 
visitors the homes her husband’s confreres. 
Kostanecki and his father Professor Kasimer Kostanecki, 
were leaders the Polish diplomatic circles and accom- 
plished treaty with the Balkan States establish unity 
and mutual protection against aggression. But they failed 
with similar agreement with the Danubian countries 
through German interference. 

His sudden death and the threat German invasion 
began chain circumstances which led Dorothy Adams 
Kostanecki write this forceful and telling book which 
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feel will entering wedge more complete under- 
standing and sympathy for the peace-loving people 
Poland. are impressed the fact that Poland has 
voice demand its rights peace table, colorful 
figure proclaim its deeds, forceful leader unite its 
people with other nations. The country has blatant 
propagandists sell Poland the world. are left 
wondering American woman will accomplish this 
erculean task. 


This “must” book for high school and college students 
and surely for every thinking adult. Plans for post-war 
organization demand knowledge 
national problems. history and biography, economics 
and romance under one cover, book that will live 
through the years factual picture Poland. Miss 
Adams with her forthright, Bostonian directness has given 
deeper appreciation the American Pole with whom 
live, who has contributed the virtues his homeland 
the American melting pot. 


Bertha Winter Mahoney, 
The Book Mark, Erie Pa. 


Brown. Aug. 1944. 266p. $3.00. 


Immediately after their marriage Bud and Connie Hel- 
mericks left the University Arizona the summer 
1941 for Alaska. There they lived with their Uncle Fred 
for year while Bud worked various defense projects. 
They were not only introduced the normal economic 
abnormalities life Alaska, where almost everything 
must brought from the States with huge freight 
charges, but the new wartime economy which was even 
more abnormal. food, medicine, transportation 
which were difficult secure normally were now almost 
impossible with the influx workers and soldiers into 
the new Alaska conscious its dominating position 
one the world’s major west-east lines 
tion. Bud and Connie seem want settle Alaska 
but they indicate definite plans other than the pro- 
jected canoe trip down the Yukon which they actually 
took the summer and fall 1942 and which the 
major portion the book devoted. 


June, 1942 was spent the manufacture river canoe 
and its The canoe was shipped Fairbanks 
from where they set out down the Tanana river which 
into the Yukon. Early the trip they met the 
famed Alaskan mosquitoes, probably the fiercest the 
world, which accompanied them throughout the rest 
the summer. Since they could carry few supplies with 
them their plans were based living off the country. 
Hunting and fishing could always supplemented 
stores bought trading posts. From then the book 
tells the daily incidents their journey, the hunting, the 
the perils and beauties and shortcomings the 
country, its wild life and its inhabitants. They met, talked 
and lived with Indian families, with 
traders, Indian Service teachers and missionaries. They 
find racial problem and speak freely conditions exist- 
Disease and drunkenness, introduced among the 
Indians the white man, are taking terrible toll. The 
Indians live under very primitive conditions with most 
their efforts devoted obtaining sufficient food. 


Helmericks Butler-Bowdoin 107 


The Helmericks met and talked with many characters 
during their trip down the Yukon. For months they jour- 
neyed leisurely on, hunting, fishing and visiting they 
listed. Finally Russian Mission where the Yukon turns 
north the Bering Sea they barely beat the winter 
freezeup dangerous portage the southerly flowing 
Kuskokwim river. Continuing southward, now Esquimo 
territory, they reached Bethel where, after some delay 
they caught plane back Fairbanks and then Seward. 
general they found the Esquimos more advanced and 
adapted people, easier work and live with, than the 
Indians. Throughout the book there are countless de- 
scriptions hunting and fishing, travel and people 
together with the author’s reflections the latter. 


Live Alaska the story trip, under more 
less primitive conditions, through the heart Alaska. 
description the country and the inhabitants but 
does not give too much information worthwhile pros- 
pective settlers other than general picture existing 
conditions. general Mrs. Helmericks most competent 
when she writes the role naturalist while many 
her observations people seem rather superficial and 
over simplified. There brief summary missionary 
activities which are characterized being “fifty years be- 
hind the times”. are given credit for doing 
inestimable good and for treating the natives human 
beings but the author sees decay orthodox religion 
home destroying the basis for missionary activity. 
Most her contacts were with non-Catholic missionaries 
and only once did she meet Catholics. One very queer 
statement concerning Catholics must quoted here 
full: “The Catholics and Episcopalians are found 
the Interior. They are good agriculture, accept the 
concepts evolution, and have good time wherever 
they are.” This statement stands alone without any ex- 
planatory amplification. Again speaking Changsak, 
native Russian Orthodox “priest”, she says: could 
not believe that Christianity had particularly taught him 
reverence toward white There little else 
objectionable the book which has some value for its 
general description the country. the main seems 
suitable for college students and adult readers. 


Catholic Book Club---July Selection 
Butler-Bowdoin, The Book Margery Kempe, 1436. 


Devin-Adair Company, 243p. 
3.75. 


Ten years ago the Ms. the first extant biography 
written English was found among the rarities 
library Lancashire. For five hundred years The Book 
Margery Kempe was unknown, except through the 
familiar quotations which Wynkyn Worde had pub- 
lished the beginning the sixteenth century. Today 
the book hailed significant find students litera- 
ture, language and history, who, through the memoirs 
enthusiastic contemporary, have found new entrance 
the life and letters medieval Europe. 


The Book Margery Kempe tells the story middle 
class woman who had long been married and was the 
mother fourteen children when she was directed 
mystical illumination turn life chastity and con- 
templative prayer. She received the gift tears, and 
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being unable conceal her devotion, she was generally 
despised and suspected hypocrisy among her own 
people. She became ardent religious pilgrim visiting 
the Holy Land, Rome and the many shrines and cathe- 
drals her own and foreign countries. Later life 
she visited Germany. Sometimes befriended and more 
often deserted, she was heedless “the shame the 
world” and always intent her mission charity. 
her insight into the character many her prominent 
contemporaries, she recounts her fearless defense against 
her accusers, and her charitable admonitions concerning 
their own hidden weaknesses, that has thrown light 
the history her times. 


mystical literature, the book will have different ap- 
peal which will disappointing because its limitations. 
Written the third person, the author records her ex- 
periences “the creature” and her account concerned 
more with the outward manifestation the effects her 
contemplation than with the actual expression her 
mystical revelations. And so, for the most part, she will 
write that she did experience high devotion, that she 
made known the numerous “ghostly fathers” the man- 
ner Our Lord’s dealing with her soul without revealing 
the matter the revelation, describing the actual mys- 
tical experience. only few instances, she has recorded 
the words divine direction, and her conversations with 


Our Lord. 


this modern version, archaic expressions have been 
revised retain their original meaning, but for the most 
part, the language the original manuscript has been 
preserved. There are great number interesting words, 
now obsolete, which are readily understood without ex- 
planation; the less obvious meanings are clarified foot- 
notes. The Appendix contains notes the Abbeys and 
Churches mentioned Margery Kempe, and note 
the chronology the events described. 


The Book Margery Kempe recommended for the 
mature reader who will prepared follow the rather 
difficult style and appreciate the historic undertones. 
spiritual reading, the material will distracting be- 
cause vagueness and repetition. 


Bonett, Emery. Old Mrs. Camelot. Blakiston. Sept. 11, 
1944. 274p. $2.50. 


The wealthy, eccentric dowager Croome, England, old 
Mrs. Camelot, had intense likes, and dislikes. Her slightly 
younger sister Hypatia was particularly the recipient 
her domineering attitude. Into this queer and strained 
household came the young artist, Robina Adams, upon 
the invitation old Mrs. Camelot, given more spite 
her neighbors than out charity the young girl who 
was desperately looking for place live while engaging 
camouflage work. Rapidly Robina rose the old lady’s 
favor, much that rumor spread say that Robina 
was inherit the bulk the estate. Then after party 
old Mrs. Camelot died asphyxiation gas. first 
the death was called accidental; soon rumor interpreted 
its own ends some remarks and actions Robina; soon 
Croome pilloried her murderess. How her former 
sculptor-teacher Alastair Johnson assisted Robina some 


Bonett Chambliss Index 


amateur detecting forms the balance and nucleus the 
tale. The suicide the murderer provides convenient 
exit for the author. Otherwise the book acceptable for 
adults with style and plot the average mystery level. 


* * * 


Chambliss, William Boomerang. 
July 20, 1944. 87p. $1.50. 


About Boomerang one might say, fact fiction?” for 
its style such that one could easily believe the occur- 
rence the incidents mentioned. The jacket calls 
tall but authentic tale”. Tall definitely is, its au- 
thenticity await the verdict Navy historians. 


The U.S.S. Scimitar, airplane tender, had anchored 
lagoon coral atoll near the Gilbert and Marshall 
Islands and was supplying the planes making the reconais- 
sance and bombing flights that area. The ship was 
well camouflaged that the Jap destroyer Hokaidokaze 
came into the harbor area preparatory anchoring there 
and setting base for operation its own planes. The 
Scimitar was able destroy the entire pilot house and 
bridge, clear the deck defenders machine-gun fire 
and then boarding her, killed the rest the crew. The 
capture went rapidly that the most secret Jap code 
books were seized. This enabled the Navy operate the 
destroyer American scout under the Jap flag Jap 
waters near Makin Island. The final bit action occurred 
when the U.S.S. Hokeydokey (the new American name 
for the Hokaidokaze) gunned and torpedoed destroyer 
and three heavily laden troop transports, after which the 
Hokeydokey itself was pursued and torpedoed. The com- 
mander and crew were picked the task force steam- 
ing capture Makin Island. 


This story thrilling any the old Westerns with 
the added advantage being written lively, humorous 
style. Not the least interesting part the story the 
development inexperienced crew won- 
ders out Quonset”) into hardened group Jap- 
chasers whose civilian pursuits became astonishingly valu- 
able, art-work turning into camouflage protection; 
and applying knowledge Japanese deciphering the 
Jap code book. Boomerang recommended all. 
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